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and preserved honor for all of us, we ask you
to support it or lead it energetically.
Sincerely yours,
Rev. NANCY HOLMES
NYBERG,
Pastor.
CHRISTINE ROSKAMP,
President.
TERESA BEELER,
Treasurer.
STEPHEN R. MULCH,
Vice-President.
SHIRLEY M. ROSKAMP,
Secretary.
ANNA MACARTHUR,
Memorial Fund.

HONORING JANE GYER

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Jane Gyer posthumously
for her years of service to her community.
Jane recently passed away on Tuesday, June
1, 2004.

Jane was known for her extraordinary work
in the arts. Considered by many art critics as
the first lady among contemporary painters of
Yosemite, she was renowned for her elaborate
paintings of Yosemite National Park.

A San Francisco native, Jane grew up in
Los Angeles and received her Bachelor of Arts
Degree in History from the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles. She lived in the
Oakhurst area for nearly 50 years.

Jane’s accomplishments are numerous and
distinguished. She was a founding member of
the Guild of Mountain Artists and active in the
Educational Enhancement Foundation. She is
listed in “Who’s Who of American Women,”
and was a recipient of the first National Park
Service Director's Award for her illustrations in
the book, “Discovering Sierra Trees.” Jane
collected a second Director's Award for her
poster design created for the Yosemite Fund.

She is survived by her husband Jack Gyer
and her five children.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Jane
Gyer for her remarkable effort and service to
her community. | invite my colleagues to join
me in honoring her posthumously for her ac-
complishments and commitment to bettering
this world through various charitable organiza-
tions, touching lives both in the Central Valley
of California and worldwide.

HONORING SERGEANT ALLEN
O’REILLY

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Sergeant
Allen O’Reilly, UMC.

Allen O'Reilly was born November 7, 1980
near Chicago, IL. At the age of 18, he dedi-
cated his life to the service of his country by
enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Due to Allen’s intelligence and potential, the
Marine Corps selected him to be an avionics
technician. After boot camp at Parris Island,
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SC, Allen went on to complete the academi-
cally challenging training required for this spe-
cialty at Pensacola Naval Air Station and the
Marine Corps Air Station at Camp Pendleton,
CA.

As is so common with Marines, Allen spent
a great deal of time participating in numerous
training exercises around the globe. He was
also called to duty against a hostile enemy,
participating in Operation Iragi Freedom,
spending long months away from family,
friends, and the comforts of home.

Mr. Speaker, Allen was sadly taken from us
last month. However, the memory of his serv-
ice and dedication lives on. The medals he
was awarded are a testament to his abilities
and his accomplishments as a faithful Marine.
| rise before my colleagues today to commend
Sergeant O’'Reilly—one willing to sacrifice so
much of himself to protect the life of freedom
and liberty all Americans enjoy.

———————

HONORING KRYSTYNA
BAUMGARTNER, NEW YORK
STATE WINNER OF THE VFW’S
2004 VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
ESSAY COMPETITION

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of Krystyna Baumgartner,
a constituent of mine, who is the New York
State winner of the 2004 Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) audio/essay competition. Ms.
Baumgartner has done an excellent job of
conveying the necessity of voter participation
and showing respect for veterans and current
members of our armed forces. It is my distinct
honor to submit the text of her work into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

2003-2004 VF'W VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

‘MY COMMITMENT TO AMERICA’S FUTURE”’

(New York State Winner, Krystyna
Baumgartner)

In the movie ‘“‘The American President,”
the fictional President Andrew Shepard ut-
ters that ‘“‘America isn’t easy. America is ad-
vanced citizenship.”” With those seven words,
he correctly points out that in order for
America to work the way the Founding Fa-
thers intended it to, its citizens must ac-
tively participate.

Since I was about eleven, I have told any-
one that would listen that I was going to be
the first woman President of the United
States. That year, I religiously watched the
presidential debates between Clinton, Dole,
and Perot, conjuring up my own answers to
the questions asked and drilling my dad on
events I didn’t know about. Now that I am
seventeen, I pay even more attention to the
world and its happenings than I did at elev-
en. And I am even more convinced that I
want to be on that stage, answering ques-
tions about the topics of the day and making
plans to move America forward.

In order to move America forward, how-
ever, you must first learn her framework and
the history of the struggles that she has
gone through to be what she is today. With-
out this basic knowledge of how the political
system in America works, one cannot expect
to be able to fully participate in America. As
I apply to colleges, I do not hesitate to check
off that I am a political science major. In
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this field rests the knowledge that I need to
help my generation guide America to the
next level.

I look forward to my eighteenth birthday
for a reason most of my peers never think
about—I cannot wait to be able to vote.
Until am old enough to run for office myself,
I can vote for people that share my views of
where America is heading and how to get her
to that point. I do not understand why many
people that are of age to vote do not. We are
lucky to live in a country that allows us the
right to choose our government officials. In
my opinion, giving up this right that so
many in this world don’t have is equivalent
to spitting on everything that America
stands for. It is my sincere hope that more
people from my generation will take advan-
tage of their right to vote and I plan to do
everything that I can to advocate voting to
my peers.

Knowing the basic principles upon which
America was founded, how the government
works, and partaking of your right to vote
are a very important part of the advanced
citizenship I mentioned earlier. However, in
order to truly be an active participant in
America, one must be willing to defend her
against threats, both domestic and foreign.
Serving in a branch of America’s military is
a way to give back to America what America
has given to you. By voluntarily enlisting in
the Army or the Air Force or the Navy, you
are showing the world that you love your
country and that you want to make sure
that it will still be around two hundred years
from now.

To volunteer to risk your life for your
country shows an immense dedication to the
principles that your country stands for and
to the preservation of your country. In the
past few days I have been communicating
with veterans of the Battle for Bataan and
the Bataan Death March for a school report.
Most of these men enlisted before Pearl Har-
bor, even though they knew that the United
States would most likely enter the war in
Europe. I asked one of the men, who was a
POW of the Japanese for 1028 days, if he re-
mained in the Army after World War Two.
He said that although he did not, he wishes
he had because he really liked being in the
Army. Can you imagine spending over two
years in captivity, being beaten, starved, and
made to work in the blistering sun, and still
enjoying the Army?

America is at a crucial point in its history.
It’s citizens are now beginning to question
parts of everyday American life, such as the
Pledge of Allegiance, the motto on our print-
ed currency, and our right to defend our-
selves from terrorism, that were never given
a second thought before. The solutions to
these questions will ultimately rest in my
generation. It will be up to us to decide
whether or not our pledge should be re-writ-
ten or if we are allowed to mention God in
public life. But we cannot decide these
things until we have truly experienced
America, and in order to do that we have to
want to learn why America is the country it
is today and we also have to be willing to de-
fend her against any and all enemies. We are
the future of America. Shrinking away from
this is not an option. We have to stand up
and accept it. We have to be advanced active
citizens.

Mr. Speaker | again congratulate Ms.
Baumgartner on her accomplishment and wish
her the best of luck in what | am sure will be
a productive future.
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